Source of material
Phthaldialdehyde and aniline in toluene solution was refluxed overnight under a Dean-Stark trap [1] . The title compound was crystallised from ethanol.
Discussion
The title compound, 4-/V-phenylisoindolinone, has a slightly distorted s/T-hybridised nitrogen, the sum of angles at N1 is 359.1°. Since the phenyl ring is almost co-planar to the isoindolinone plane, 9.4( 1 )°, a reasonable jr-interaction could be expected. The bond length of NI-Cl 1 is slightly shorter, 1.421(3) Á, than in 2-[2,6-bis(l-methylethyl)phenyl]-2,3-dihydro-17/-isoindol-1-one [2], 1.428(2) A, in which π-interaction can not exist because the aryl ring adopts perpendicular orientation to the isoindolinone part of the molecule. The jr-interaction of the nitrogen to the phenyl ring might also explain the weaker interaction of the nitrogen to the carbonyl group; NI-C2 bond is 1.376(3) Â, whereas in 2-[2,6-bis(l-methylethyl)phenyl]-2,3-dihydro-l//-isoindol-l-one bond length is 1.358(2) Â. 
